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NEW YORK -- A nun who worked at the World Trade Center
site in the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks died Wednesday after
a battle with lung disease that she said stemmed from
inhaling toxic dust at ground zero, her lawyer told
NewsChannel 4's Melissa Russo.

Sister Cindy Mahoney had volunteered at ground zero to
bless the remains of victims.

Attorney David Worby said Mahoney, who was suffering from
interstitial lung disease, hoped her story would help prove the
connection between exposure to dust at the World Trade
Center site and fatal illness.

According to Worby, Mahoney requested that an autopsy be
conducted after her death to prove that the toxic dust at
ground zero made her sick.

Worby, whose lawsuit against New York City was given a
green light last month by a federal judge, said Mahoney's
initial autopsy was conducted in South Carolina Wednesday,
but that additional tissue samples would be tested in the
coming weeks.

To watch an interview with Mahoney conducted by Worby, click here.
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