Lawyer
led 9/11
battle

By JOHN ROCHE

When a federal judge last month re-
jected a proposed $657.5 million settle-
ment between the City of New York and
thousands of workers sickened during
and after the 9/11 attacks, it prolonged
the six-year legal fight waged by Bedford
resident and attorney David Worby.

U.S. District Court Judge Alvin Heller-
stein refused to sign off on the proposed
settlement, which would have provided
payouts totaling $575 million to $657.5
million to 10,000 rescue and cleanup

‘From my perspective,
this whole case started
with the Fox Lane
hockey coach.’

— Davip Worsy

workers who have claimed damages to
their health from working at ground
zero, the Fresh Kills landfill and other
sites where debris from the World Trade
Center was taken to be sifted through
after the 2001 terrorist attack.

Judge Hellerstein rejected the pro-
posal because he said it did not provide
enough compensation to the workers,
and needed to be renegotiated under his
judicial control. The judge also said the
workers’ attorney fees should be paid
by the same insurance company that
would cover any settlement with the
city, which has $1.1 billion in reserves
for 9/11 compensation.
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