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MIKE ASKS JUDGE TO HALT WTC PAYMENTS

By SUSAN EDELMAN
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The rare legal request came after Hellerstein voiced impatience with the city,
warning: "l will hold your feet to the fire. We will move this case."

Hellerstein ordered the city this month to start turning over detailed data on all
the workers it hired to clean up the WTC site, and what safety gear it gave
them.

Hellerstein has refused to delay the case while the Bloomberg administration
appeals his earlier ruling that the city does not enjoy blanket immunity from
such suits under a state disaster act.

Hellerstein has appointed two law professors to serve as "special masters" to
organize the cases and create a database on more than 9,000 workers.

Paul Napoli, a lawyer for the workers, called the city's latest motion "a sham
maneuver to further delay payments to sick workers."

Lawyer David Worby said time is running out for more than 500 workers now
gravely ill from cancer and other diseases believed linked to toxic exposure.
More than 90 responders have died, he said.
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